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NOTICES 


DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Food  and  Nutrition  Service 
[FSP  No.  1975-1.2,  Rev.  1,  Amdt.] 

FOOD  STAMP  PROGRAM 

Maximum  Monthly  Allowable  Income 
Standards  and  Basis  of  Coupon  Issu¬ 
ance:  48  States  and  Distrirt  of  Co¬ 
lumbia 

Pursuant  to  a  part  of  Subchapter  C — 
Pood  Stamp  Program  under  Title  7, 
Chapter  II,  Code  of  Federal  Regulations, 

7  CFR  Part  271,  notice  is  hereby  given 
that  the  Food  and  Nutrition  Service,  De¬ 
partment  of  Agi’iculture,  intends  to  ex¬ 
amine  alternatives  to  the  maximum 
monthly  allowable  income  standards  and 
the  basis  of  coupon  issuance  set  forth  in 
PSP  Notice  1975-1.2,  effective  July  1, 
1975  (40  FR  19856) . 

Background 

On  June  12,  1975,  the  United  States 
Appeals  Court  for  the  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia  Circuit,  in  its  opinion  in  the  case 
of  “Rodway  v.  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture”,  No.  74-1303  (D.C.  Cir.) . 
ruled  that  the  Department  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  (USDA)  failed  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Administrative  Pro¬ 
cedure  Act  in  promulgating  the  allot¬ 
ment  regulations  and  required  new  rule- 
making  proceedings  to  be  undertaken  and 
completed  within  120  days  of  the  date  of 
the  decision.  The  Court  also  pointed  out 
that  a  system  of  establishing  coupon  al¬ 
lotments  would  be  sustained  only  if  the 
Secretary  can  show  that  the  system  de¬ 
livers  coupons  to  substantially  all  recip¬ 
ients  in  amounts  suflflcient  to  allow  them 
to  purchase  nutritionally  adequate  diets, 
and  that  nutritional  adequacy  is  plainly 
a  factual  question  within  the  expertise 
of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

To  comply  with  the  Rodway  decision, 
the  Department  is  considering  several 
possible  changes  in  the  current  method 
of  determining  coupon  allotments  and 
eligibility  standards,  along  with  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  continuing  the  current  method 
subject  to  any  changes  suggested  as  a 
result  of  this  public  notice.  The  specific 
changes  imder  Departmentsd  considera¬ 
tion  are  to  (a)  use  a  new  Thrifty  Food 
Plan  as  an  alternative  to  the  Economy 
Pood  Plan  in  calculating  coupon  allot¬ 
ments,  (b)  provide  revised  economies  of 
scale  as  an  alternative  to  the  present 
method  of  adjusting  coupon  allotments 
for  larger  size  households,  and  (c)  in¬ 
dividualize  coupon  allotment  calculations 
based  on  the  age  and  sex  composition 
of  each  appUcant  household.  Public  com¬ 


ments  are  hereby  solicited  and  invited  on 
all  provisions  of  the  current  method  of 
determining  coupon  allotments  and  eligi¬ 
bility  standards,  and  on  any  of  the  spe¬ 
cific  changes  described  in  this  notifica¬ 
tion. 

Described  more  fully  below  arc  three 
alternative  proposals  for  revising  coupon 
allotments  which  are  designed  to  be  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  views  expressed  in  the 
Rodway  decision.  The  first  of  these  is  an 
individualized  basis  of  determining 
coupon  allotments  which  takes  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  sex  and  age  of  each  house¬ 
hold  member.  The  second  is  an  identical 
individualized  schedule  which,  in  addi¬ 
tion,  temporarily  preserves  the  Decem¬ 
ber  31,  1975  maximum  income  eligibility 
standards  and  the  present  coupon  allot¬ 
ment  when  the  total  of  the  individual 
allotments,  as  adjusted  to  reflect  changes 
in  the  cost  of  food  is  less  than  the  De¬ 
cember  31,  1975  allotment.  These  two 
alternative  proposals  provide  at  least  100 
percent  of  the  cost  of  the  Thrifty  Pood 
Plan  for  all  households.  The  third  alter¬ 
native  proposal  is  a  uniform  allotment 
and  eligibiUty  standard  schedule,  much 
like  the  one  presently  in  use.  Under  the 
third  proEKJsal,  75.5  percent  of  all  house¬ 
holds  would  receive  an  allotment  equal 
to  or  above  100  percent  of  the  cost  of  the 
Thrifty  Pood  Plan  and  97.3  percent  would 
receive  an  allotment  equal  to  or  above 
90  percent  of  that  cost. 

Even  under  the  third  proposal,  the  al¬ 
lotment  is  believed  to  be  sufficient  for 
careful  homemakers  in  virtually  all 
households  to  provide  nutritious  diets. 
Certain  economies  in  buying  and  using 
food  beyond  those  assumed  in  the  Thrifty 
Food  Plan  are  possible:  (1)  In  estimat¬ 
ing  the  plan’s  cost,  the  homemaker’s  skill 
and  interest  in  shopping  for  food  is  - 
assumed  to  be  “average”  for  homemakers 
in  survey  households  with  relatively  low 
food  costs.  Plan  costs  would  be  lower 
if  unusual  skill  were  assumed.  (2)  The 
cost  of  the  plan  includes  a  5  percent 
allowance  for  edible  food  that  is  dis¬ 
carded  as  spoilage,  plate  waste,  etc. 
Although  some  discard  is  unavoidable, 
especially  good  managers  may  discard 
less  than  allowed.  (3)  The  plan  includes 
some  coffee,  tea,  and  other  nonalcoholic 
beverages,  which  are  used  in  most  house¬ 
holds  but  could  be  eliminated  at  a  cost 
saving  of  3  to  4  percent.  Eliminating 
these  foods  would  not  jeopardize  the  nu¬ 
tritional  quality  of  diets. 

All  proposals  are  based  on  the  Thrifty 
Pood  Plan  and  the  ARS  revised  econ¬ 
omies  of  scale.  Public  comment  on  these 
proposed  alternative  revisions  is  invited. 


( 


Thrifty  Pood  Plan 

Previously,  Uie  coupon  allotments  were 
based  on  the  economy  food  plan  for  a 
four-person  household  and  adjusted  for 
other  houseliold  sizes.  The  Agricultural 
Research  Service  (ARS)  recently  pre¬ 
pared  a  new  food  plan  which  is  referred 
to  as  the  Thrifty  Pood  Plan.  The  Thrifty 
Pood  Plan  is  made  up  of  foods  of  dif¬ 
ferent  types  (food  groups)  that  families 
might  buy,  or  obtain  from  other  sources, 
to  provide  nutritious  meals  and  snacks 
for  family  members.  In  the  plan 
amounts  of  food  are  suggested  for  men, 
women,  and  children  of  different  ages 
(Table  1) .  A  plan  for  any  family  can  be 
determined  by  totaling  amounts  of  foods 
suggested  for  percons  of  the  sex  and  age 
of  family  members.  A  food  list  based  on 
the  plan  for  a  family  of  four  for  a  month 
appears  in  Table  2.  ARS  is  developing 
meal  plans  for  a  month  to  illustrate 
how  these  foods  might  be  served. 

Families  following  the  plan  may  choose 
from  the  food  groups  those  economical 
foods  they  enjoy  eating.  When  ARS  esti¬ 
mates  the  cost  of  the  plan  (Table  3) ,  the 
makeup  of  the  food  groups  is  based  on 
the  average  amoimts  of  foods  used  by 
survey  households,  with  relatively  low 
food  costs. 

The  Thrifty  Food  Plan  contains  more 
meat,  poultry,  and  fish  and  less  dry 
beans,  potatoes,  and  grain  products  than 
the  economy  food  plan. 

Pood  consumption  patterns  of  house¬ 
holds  surveyed  in  1965-66  that  used  food 
valued  at  or  slightly  above  the  cost  of 
the  economy  food  plan  were  adopted  as 
the  basis  for  defining  the  kinds  and 
amounts  of  foods  in  the  Thrifty  Food 
Plan. 

The  Thrifty  Pood  Plan  is  an  assort¬ 
ment  of  foods  that  represents  as  little 
change  from  average  food  consumption 
patterns  of  households  with  relatively 
low  food  costs  as  is  required  to  provide  a 
nutritionally  adequate  diet,  while 
controlling  cost. 

Foods  in  the  plan  provide  for  a  nu¬ 
tritionally  adequate  diet — one  that 
meets  the  Recommended  Dietary  Allow¬ 
ances,  most  recently  set  in  1974  by  the 
National  Academy  of  Sciences-National 
Research  Council,  for  all  nutrients  for 
which  adequate  reliable  food  composition 
data  are  available  for  determining  the 
content  of  the  plan.  Enriched  bread  and 
flour  in  the  plan  are  assiuned  to  contain 
iron  at  levels  proposed  by  the  Pood  and 
Drug  Administration  of  the  Department 
of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare. 
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Tablk  1. — Thrifty  Food  Plan 


[Amounts  of  food  for  a  week  >] 


Milk, 
cheese,  ice 
cream  * 
(quarts) 

Meat, 
poultry, 
fish  ’ 
(pounds) 

• 

Pounds 

Family  member 

Eggs 

(number) 

Dry  beans 
and  peas, 
nuts  < 

Dark- 
green,  deep- 
yellow 
vegetables 

Citrus 

fruit, 

tomatoes 

Pota¬ 

toes 

Other 

vegetables, 

fruit 

Cereal 

Flour 

Bread 

Other 

bakery 

products 

Fats, 

oils 

Sugar, 

sweets 

Acces¬ 
sories  » 

Child: 

7  mo  to  1  yr . 

4.95 

0.39 

1.2 

0.15 

0.41 

0.55 

0.09 

2.49 

•  1.02 

0.02 

0.08 

0.04 

0.04 

0.19 

0.05 

1  to  2  yrs . 

3.30 

.83 

3.3 

.17 

.22 

.89 

.65 

2.26 

« 1.02 

.31 

.78 

.24 

.11 

.30 

.37 

3  to  5  yrs.; . 

3.54 

.a5 

2.5 

.28 

.20 

.92 

.88 

2.28 

1.03 

.37 

.94 

.,53 

.38 

.74 

.59 

6  to  8  yrs . 

4.22 

1.27 

2.4 

.49 

.22 

1.10 

1.23 

2.50 

1. 12 

.62 

1.42 

.79 

.51 

.94 

•  .84 

9  to  11  yrs . 

4.92 

1.61 

3.4 

.53 

.28 

1.52 

1.48 

3.38 

1.34 

.81 

1.82 

1.10 

.60 

1.20 

1.10 

Male: 

12  to  14  yrs . 

5.18 

1.79 

3.6 

.67 

.33 

1.45 

l.,59 

3.30 

1.22 

.81 

2.07 

1. 13 

.77 

1.21 

1.45 

15  to  19  yrs . 

5.08 

2.35 

4.0 

.43 

.32 

1.70 

2. 10 

3.43 

.98 

.99 

2.36 

1.46 

1.00 

1.05 

1.73 

20  to  54  yrs . 

2.57 

3.03 

4.0 

.44 

.39 

1.80 

2.02 

3.69 

.89 

.92 

2.29 

1.33 

.95 

.86 

1.24 

55  yrs  and  over.. 

2.37 

2.45 

4.0 

.25 

.51 

1.85 

1.75 

3.77 

1.09 

.80 

1.90 

1. 12 

.79 

.94 

.73 

12  to  19  yrs . 

5.35 

1.80 

3.8 

.28 

.42 

1.74 

1  *>0! 

3.61 

.72 

.76 

1.49 

.84 

.51 

.74 

1.36 

20  to  .54  yrs . 

2.81 

2.41 

4.0 

.27 

..52 

1.86 

1.51 

3.39 

.90 

.67 

1.41 

.67 

..57 

.,57 

1.18 

.55  yrs  arid  over.. 

2.85 

1.84 

4.0 

.19 

.60 

2.02 

1.26 

3.73 

1.12 

.68 

1.30 

.58 

.37 

.45 

.66 

Pregnant . 

’5.25 

2.69 

4.0 

.42 

..56 

2. 17 

1.89 

4.03 

1.13 

.58 

1.41 

.66 

.59 

.58 

1.48 

Nursing . 

’5.25 

3.00 

4.0 

.38 

.57 

2.36 

1.92 

4.27 

.98 

.63 

1.56 

.82 

.80 

.75 

1.54 

‘  Amounts  are  for  food  as  purchased  or  brought  into  the  kitchen  from  garden  or 
farm  to  prepare  all  meals  and  snacks  for  the  week.  Amounts  allow  for  a  discard  of 
about  Spot  of  the  edible  food  as  plate  waste,  spoilage,  etc. 

•  Fluid  milk  and  beverage  made  from  dry  or  evaporated  milk.  Cheese  and  ice  cream 
may  replace  some  milk.  Count  as  equivalent  to  a  quart  of  fluid  milk:  Natural  or  proc¬ 
essed  Cheddar-type  cheese,  6  oi;  cottage  cheese,  lbs;  ice  cream,  qts. 


>  Bacon  and  salt  pork  should  not  exceed  H  lb  for  each  5  lbs  of  this  group. 

*  Weight  in  terms  of  dry  beans  and  peas,  shelled  nuts,  and  peanut  butter.  Count 
1  lb  of  canned  dry  b^ns— pork  and  beans,  kidney  beans,  etc.— as  0.33  lb. 

'  Includes  coffee,  tea,  cocoa,  soft  drinks,  punches,  ades,  leavenings,  and  seasonings, 

•  Cereal  fortified  with  iron  is  recommended. 

^  For  pregnant  and  nursing  teenagers,  7  qts  is  recommended. 


Table  2.— Food  list  for  a  month  based 
on  the  thrifty  food  plan  average  4-per¬ 
son  household  receiving  food  stamps 


Milk  (Includes  nonfat  dry  nillk).qt__ 


Cheese  _ lbs.. 

Ice  cream _ qt_. 

Beef  _ lbs._ 

Pork  . . lbs._ 

Variety  meat _ lbs__ 

Poultry  _ lbs-_ 

Pish  _ lbs._ 

Eggs . doz— 

Dry  beans _ lbs.. 

Mature  beans,  canned _ lbs.. 

Peanut  butter _ lbs_. 

Carrots _ lbs._ 

Dark-green  leafy  vegetables _ lbs__ 

Other  dark-green  and  deep-yellow 

vegetables _ Ibs.. 

Citrus  fruit  or  Juice _ Ibe.. 

Tomatoes,  tomato  products _ lbs_. 

Potatoes  _ lbs.. 

Apples  _ Ibs.. 

Bananas  _ Ibs.. 

Ottoer  fresh  frtilt _ , _ lbs._ 

Fruit,  canned _ lbs.. 

Fruit  Juice,  canned _ lbs.. 

Lettuce,  salad  greens _ lbs.. 

Cabbage  - lbs._ 

Other  fresh  vegetables _ lbs._ 

Snapbeans,  canned _ lbs.. 

Qren  peas,  canned _ lbs._ 

Other  canned  and  frozen  vegetables, 

vegetable  soup _ lbs.. 

Flour  and  mixes _ Ibs.. 

Cornmeal _ lbs.. 

Rice  or  pasta _ lbs _ 

Ready-to-eat  cereal,  other  cereal.lbs.. 

Bread  _ lbs.. 

Crackers  _ Ibs.. 

Other  bakery  products;  soups,  mainly 

rice  or  pasta _ lbs._ 

Margarine,  butter _ lbs.. 

Shortening,  oil  or  salad  dressing.lbs— 

Sugar  - lbs.. 

Other  sweets _ lbs _ 


64 

4% 

6 

13 

6% 

31^ 

7 

2 

5 

2% 

4 

2% 

3 
2 

lyg 

17 

9 

24 

5 

8% 

6% 

2% 

4 

2% 

7% 

2 

2 

7 
12 

3 

6 

8 
26 

2«^ 


11V4 

5 

6 
8 

5‘/2 


Note. — Provides  for  the  average  food  needs 
(as  suggested  in  the  Thrifty  Food  Plan  for 
men,  women,  and  children  of  different  ages) 
of  4-person  households  receiving  food  stamps. 
National  Survey  of  Food  Stamp  and  Food 
Distribution  Program  Recipients,  November 
1973.  In  addition  to  foods  listed,  most 
families  use  some  other  foods;  coffee,  tea, 
cocoa,  soft  drinks,  punches,  ades,  leavening 
agents,  and  seasonings.  Approximately  5  per¬ 
cent  above  the  cost  of  the  foods  on  the  list 
is  allowed  for  purchase  of  these  foods  when 
costs  for  the  plan  are  estimated. 


T.\ble  3. — Cost  of  food  at  home  estimated 
for  the  thrifty  food  plan  > 

(July  1975,  U.S.  average  in  dollars] 


Sex-age  groups 

Cost  for— 

1  wk 

1  mo 

FAMILIES 

Family  of  2:’ 

20  to  54  yrs . 

.  22.90 

98.90 

.  20.50 

88.40 

Family  of  4:  Couple,  20  to  54  years  and 

Children,  1  to  2  and  3  to  5  yrs . 

.  32.30 

139.60 

Children,  6  to  8  and  9  to  11  yrs . 

.  38.90 

168.30 

INDIVIDUAI.S  • 

Child: 

7  mos  to  1  yr . . . 

4.  .50 

19.40 

1  to  2  yrs . 

.5.20 

22.50 

3  to  5  yrs . 

.  6.30 

27.20 

6  to  8  yrs . 

8.00 

34.70 

9  to  11  yrs . 

.  laio 

43.70 

Male: 

12  to  14  yrs . 

.  laso 

46.60 

15  to  19  yrs . 

.  11.90 

.51.  .50 

20  to  54  yrs . . . . 

.  11.50 

49.60 

55  yrs  arid  over . 

.  10.20 

44.00 

Female: 

12  to  19  yrs . 

9.60 

41.60 

20  to  54  yrs . 

.  9.30 

40.30 

55  yrs  arid  over. . . . 

8.40 

36.40 

Pregnant . 

.  11.50 

49.70 

Nursing . 

.  1Z20 

53.10 

‘  The  cost  of  the  food  plan  was  first  estimated  by  using 
the  average  price  per  pound  of  each  food  group  paid  by 
urban  survey  families  with  rflatively  low  food  costs  in 
1965-66.  These  prices  were  adjusted  to  current  levels  by 
use  of  retail  food  prices  by  cities  released  periodically  by 
the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics. 

*  10  pet  added  for  family  site  adjustment.  See 
footnote  3. 

*  The  costs  given  are  for  individuals  in  4-person  fami¬ 
lies.  For  individuals  in  other  size  families,  the  following 
adjustments  are  suggested:  1-person— add  20  pet;  2- 
person— add  10  pet;  3-person— add  5  pet;  5-or-6-person— 
subtract  5  pet;  (-or-more-person— subtract  10  pet. 


CoxTPON  Allotments 

The  coupon  allotment  tables  which  are 
proposed  are  based  on  the  July  1975  cost 
of  ^e  Thrifty  Food  Plan  and  are  alter¬ 
natives  on  which  comments  are  solicited. 
They  do  not  include  tables  for  Alaska, 
Hawaii,  Puerto  Rico,  Guam  and  the  Vir¬ 
gin  Islands.  The  tables  for  these  areas 
will  be  based  on  the  allotment  table 
adopted  for  the  continental  United 
States,  adjusted  for  the  cost  of  food  in 
these  areas.  All  tables  published  for  use 
beginning  January  1,  1976  will  contain 
the  latest  semi-annual  adjustments  for 


changes  in  the  cost  of  food.  After  care¬ 
ful  evaluation  of  all  comments  received 
on  each  proposal,  the  Secretary  plans  to 
adopt  one  proposal,  either  in  its  present 
form  or  mod^ed,  in  the  light  of  com¬ 
ments  received.  TTie  Department  recog¬ 
nizes  that  any  change  resulting  from 
this  proposed  rulemaking  will  not  allow 
State  agencies  sufficient  time  to  imple¬ 
ment  a  change  in  the  current  basis  of  is¬ 
suance  tables.  Therefore,  after  careful 
consideration  of  the  comments  received, 
the  Department  intends  to  issue  the  final 
amendment  in  October  1975  based  on 
August  1975  food  costs  which  will  con¬ 
tain  semi-annually  adjusted  eligibility 
standards  and  basis  of  issuance  tables  to 
be  effective  on  January  1,  1976.  These 
tables  are  illustrative  and  are  based  on 
July  1975  food  costs. 

Proposal  I — Individualized  Basis  op 
Issuance  Schedule 

MAXIMUM  MONTHLY  ALLOWABLE  INCOME 

STANDARDS  AND  BASIS  OP  COUPON  ISSU¬ 
ANCE*.  48  STATES  AND  DISTRICT  OF  COLUM¬ 
BIA 

No  change  is  proposed  for  the  eligibil¬ 
ity  standards  for  households  in  which  all 
members  are  included  in  a  federally- 
aided  public  assistance  grant,  general 
assistance  grant,  or  supplemental  secu¬ 
rity  income  benefit. 

The  maximum  allowable  income 
standards  for  determining  eligibility  of 
all  other  applicant  households,  including 
those  in  which  some  members  are  recip¬ 
ients  of  federally -aided  public  assistance, 
general  assistance,  or  supplemental  se¬ 
curity  income  benefit  in  any  State  (other 
than  Alaska,  Hawaii,  Puerto  Rico,  Guam, 
or  the  Virgin  Islands)  or  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  shall  be  at  the  highest  in¬ 
come  level  at  which  the  total  of  the  in¬ 
dividual  coupon  allotment  for  each 
household  member  based  on  sex  and  age 
equals  or  exceeds  the  purchase  require¬ 
ment  based  on  net  monthly  income.  For 
example,  the  total  coupon  allotment  and 
maximum  monthly  income  eligibility 
standard  for  the  following  four-person 
household  would  be  computed  as  follows: 
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Individual 


monthly 

Sex/ Age:  allotment 

Woman  20  to  54 -  $40 

Man  20  to  54 _  50 

Child  6  to  8 - 34 

Child  9  to  11 . - .  44 


Total . . .  168 


Thus,  the  maximum  net  monthly  income 
eligibility  standard  in  this  example 
would  be  $599.99;  i.e.,  the  highest  income 
level  at  which  the  allotment  of  $168  ex¬ 
ceeds  the  purchase  requirement  of  $167. 

“Income”  as  the  term  is  used  in  the 
notice  is  as  defined  in  pargaraph  (c)  of 
§  271.3  of  the  Food  Stamp  Program  Regu¬ 
lations,  except  that  paragraph  (c)  (3)  of 
this  section  would  be  amended  to  read: 

Income  Standards.  National  income  stand¬ 
ards  of  eligibility  for  participation  of  non¬ 
assistance  households  in  the  program  shall 
be  at  the  highest  income  level  at  which  the 
total  of  the  individualized  coupon  allotment 
equals  or  exceeds  the  purchase  requirement 
based  on  net  monthly  income. 

Pursuant  to  Section  7(a)  of  the  Pood 
Stamp  Act,  as  amended,  (7  U.S.C.  2016, 


Pub.  L.  91-671),  the  face  value  of  the 
monthly  coupon  allotment  which  State 
agencies  are  authorized  to  issue  to  any 
household  certified  as  eligible  to  partic¬ 
ipate  in  the  program  shall  be  the  total 
of  the  individual  allotment  for  each 
household  member  based  on  sex  and  age. 

The  total  monthly  coupon  allotments 
for  some  households  are  not  divisible  by 
four.  This  results  in  total  coupon  allot¬ 
ments  of  uneven  dollar  amounts  for 
those  households  which  choose  to  pur¬ 
chase  one-fourth  or  three-fourths  of 
their  total  coupon  allotment.  For  such 
households  the  State  agency  shall  round 
the  face  value  of  one-fourth  or  three- 
fourths  of  the  total  coupon  allotment  up 
to  the  next  higher  whole  dollar  amount 
and  shall  not  change  the  purchase  re¬ 
quirement  for  such  allotment. 

The  total  couf>on  allotment  shall  be 
adjusted  to  reflect  changes  in  age  of 
household  members  at  the  time  of  subse¬ 
quent  certification,  unless  the  household 
requests  earlier  that  its  certification  be 
revised.  The  individual  monthly  coupon 
allotments  by  household  sizes  are  shown 
below: 


Individual  monthly  coupon  allotments  by  household  size  based  on  July  1975  cost  of  thrifty 
food  plan,  adjusted  by  ARS  revised  economics  of  scale 


For  type  of  person  shown  lielow 

Number  of  persons 

1  2 

3 

4  5  or  6  7  or  more 

Child: 

Under  lyr . 

24 

22 

20 

20 

18 

18 

lto2yr . 

28 

24 

24 

22 

22 

20 

3  to  Syr . . 

32 

30 

28 

28 

26 

24 

6  to  8  yr . . 

42 

38 

36 

34 

32 

32 

9  to  11  yr . 

52 

48 

46 

44 

42 

40 

Boy  12  to  14  yr . 

.56 

52 

48 

46 

44 

42 

Cilrl  12  to  19  yr . 

50 

46 

44 

42 

40 

38 

Boy  15  to  19  yr . 

62 

56 

54 

52 

48 

46 

Woman; 

20to54yr . 

48 

44 

42 

40 

38 

36 

55  yr  and  older . 

44 

40 

38 

36 

34 

32 

Man: 

20  to  54  yr . 

60 

54 

52 

50 

48 

44 

55  yr  and  older . 

52 

48 

46 

44 

42 

40 

If  woman  is  pregnant . 

60 

.54 

52 

SO 

48 

44 

If  woman  is  timing . 

64 

.58 

56 

54 

50 

48 

PursuEuit  to  Section  7(b) 

of  the  Pood 

Stamp  Act, 

as  amended,  (7 

U.S.C. 

2016,  Public  Law  91-671),  the  amount  charged 
ment  shall  be  as  follows :  -  . 

for  the 

monthly 

coupon 

allot- 

For  a  household  of— 


8  or 

Monthly  net  income  1  person  2  persons  3  persons  4  persons  5  persons  6  persons  7  persons  more 

persons 


The.  monthly  purchase  requirement  is— 


$0  to  $19.99 . 

.  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

$20  to  $29.99 . 

.  1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

$30  to  $39.99 . 

.  4 

4 

4 

4 

5 

5 

5 

5 

$40  to  $49.99 . . . 

. .  6 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

8 

8 

$50  to  $59.99 . 

.  8 

10 

10 

10 

11 

11 

12 

12 

$60  to  $69.99 . 

.  10 

12 

13 

13 

14 

14 

15 

16 

$70  to  $79.99 . 

.  12 

15 

16 

16 

17 

17 

18 

19 

$80tO$89.9!» . . 

. 14 

18 

19 

19 

20 

21 

21 

22 

$90  to  $99.99 . 

.  16 

21 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

$100  to  $109.99 . 

.  18 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

$110  to  $119.99 . 

.  21 

26 

27 

28 

29 

31 

32 

33 

$120  to  $129.99 . 

.  24 

29 

30 

31 

33 

34 

35 

36 

$180  to  $139.99 . 

.  27 

32 

33 

34 

36 

37 

38 

39 

$140  to  $149.99 . 

.  30 

35 

36 

37 

39 

40 

41 

42 

$150  to  $169.99 . 

.  33 

38 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

$170  to  $189.99 . 

.  39 

44 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

$190  to  $200.99 . 

.  45 

SO 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

$210  to  $229.99 . 

.  .51 

.56 

.58 

59 

60 

61 

62 

63 

$230  to  $249.99 . 

.  57 

62 

64 

65 

66 

67 

68 

69 

$250  to  $269.99 . 

.  63 

68 

70 

71 

72 

73 

74 

75 

$270  to  $289.99 . 

74 

76 

77 

78 

79 

80 

81 

$290  to  $309.99 . . 

80 

82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

$310  to  $329.99 . 

86 

88 

89 

90 

91 

92 

93 

$330  to  $359.99 . 

92 

94 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 

$360  to  $389.99 . 

101 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

$3(«  to  $419.99 . 

no 

112 

113 

114 

115 

116 

117 

$420  to  $449.99 . 

119 

121 

122 

123 

124 

125 

126 

$450  to  $479.99 . 

130 

131 

132 

133 

134 

l35 
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For  a  househoUl  of— 


Moiilhly  net  income  1  person  2  persons  3  persons  4  iK-rsons  5  i)ersons  fi  persons  7  tiersons  more 

irersons 

The  monthly  purchase  requirement  Is— 


5  persons _  MO 

6  persons _  740 

7  persons _  833 

8  persons _  926 

Each  additional  member -  +73 

>  USDA  Poverty  Guideline. 


!t480  to  J-WhiK) . 

t540  to  . 

*570  to  $.590.'IO . 

$600  to  *620.00 . 

•>63(J  to  .$6.50.'t0 . 

*660  to  *680.00 . 

*600  to  *710.0't . 

*720  to  *740.0'l.... 
*750  to  *770.'.I0.... 
*780  to  *80,1.00.... 
*8I0to*830.ti0.... 
*840  to  $860.00.... 
*870  to  *809.00.... 
$000  to  *020.00.... 
*030to*«)0.00.... 
*'«0to$i)80  00.... 
*000to*l,0l0.'.>0.. 
*1,020  to  *1,040,00 
*1.0.5010*1,079.00 
*1,080  to  *1,100,1»0 
*1.11010*1,130.00 
*1,140  to  *1.160.90 
*1,170  to  *1,100.09 
*1,200  to  *1,220.00 
*1,230  to  *1.259.iK) 


To  determine  purchase  requirements 
for  any  household  size  with  income  above 
the  last  income  level  shown  above  for 
that  particular  household  size,  add  $3  for 
each  additional  $10  worth  of  monthly  in¬ 
come  (or  portion  thereof)  to  the  pur¬ 
chase  requirement  shown  at  the  highest 
income  level  for  that  household  size. 

Proposal  II — Individualized  Basis  op  Is¬ 
suance  Schedule  Temporarily  Pre¬ 
serving  Present  Eligibility  Standards 
AND  Coupon  Allotments  as  a  Minimum 

MAXIMUM  monthly  ALLOWABLE  INCOME 
STANDARDS  AND  BASIS  OF  COUPON  ISSU¬ 
ANCE’.  48  STATES  AND  THE  DISTRICT  OF 
COLUMBIA 

No  change  is  proposed  for  the  eligibil¬ 
ity  standards  for  households  in  which  all 
members  are  included  in  a  federally- 
aided  public  assistance  grant,  general  as¬ 
sistance  grant,  or  supplemental  security 
income  benefit. 

The  maximum  allowable  income  stand¬ 
ards  for  determining  eligibility  of  all 
other  applicant  households,  including 
those  in  which  some  members  are  recipi¬ 
ents  of  federally-aided  public  assistance, 
general  assistance,  or  supplemental  se¬ 
curity  income  benefit  in  any  State  (other 
than  Alaska,  Hawaii,  Puerto  Rico,  Guam, 
or  the  Virgin  Islands)  or  in  the  EHstrict 
of  Columbia,  shall  be  at  the  highest  in¬ 
come  level  at  which  the  total  of  the  in¬ 
dividual  coupon  allotment  for  each 
household  member  based  on  sex  and  age 
equals  or  exceeds  the  purchase  require¬ 
ment  based  on  net  monthly  income.  Pbr 
example,  the  total  coupon  allotment  and 
maximum  monthly  Income  eligibility 
standard  for  the  following  four-person 
household  would  be  computed  as  follows: 


142  143  144 

151  152  1.53 

160  161  162 

160  170  171 

178  170  180 

187  188  180 

196  107  198 

205  -206  207 

214  215  216 

223  ‘104  •>25 

232  233  234 

241  242  243 

■2.50  -2.51  2.52 

2.50  -260  261 

268  260  270 

277  -278  270 

286  287  288 

205  206  '207 

.  30.5  306 

.  314  315 

.  323  324 

. 333 

.  342 

.  351 

.  360 

.  360 


■Individual 
monthly 

Sex/ Age:  allotment 


Woman  20  to  54 _  $40 

Man  20  to  54 _ _  50 

Child  6  to  8-„ . .  34 

Child  9  to  11 _ _ _  44 


Total  . . . .  168 


Thus,  the  maximum  net  monthly  income 
eligibility  standard  in  this  example  would 
be  $599.99;  i.e.,  the  highest  income  level 
at  which  the  allotment  of  $168  exceeds 
the  purchase  requirement  of  $167. 

However,  for  any  household  partici¬ 
pating  on  December  31,  1975,  the  maxi¬ 
mum  allowable  net  monthly  income 
standard  shall  be  the  higher  of  the  stand¬ 
ard  computed  on  the  above  individualized 
basis  or  the  maximum  allowable  net 
monthly  income  standard  in  effect  on 
December  31,  1975,  as  shown  below.  If 
such  household  drops  out  of  the  program 
and  subsequently  becomes  eligible,  the 
maximum  allowable  net  monthly  income 
standard  shall  be  at  the  highest  income 
level  at  which  the  total  of  the  individual 
allotment  for  each  household  member 
based  on  sex  and  age  equals  or  exceeds 
the  purchase  requirement  based  on  the 
household’s  net  monthly  income. 

Maximum 

allowable 

monthly 


‘Income”  as  ttie  term  is  used  in  the  no¬ 
tice  is  as  defined  in  paragraph  (c)  of 
§  271.3  of  the  Pood  Stamp  Program  Reg¬ 
ulations,  except  that  paragraph  (c)  (3) 
of  this  section  would  be  amend^  to  read: 

Income  Standards.  National  income  stand¬ 
ards  of  eligibility  for  participation  of  non- 
assistance  households  in  the  program  shall 
be  at  the  highest  Income  level  at  which  the 
total  of  the  individualized  coupon  allotment 
equals  or  exceeds  the  purchase  requirement 
based  on  net  monthly  income. 

Provided,  however.  That  for  any  house¬ 
hold  participating  on  December  31, 1975, 
the  maximum  allowable  net  monthly  in¬ 
come  standard  shall  be  the  higher  of 
the  standard  computed  on  an  individual¬ 
ized  basis  or  the  maximum  allowable  net 
monthly  income  standard  for  the  house¬ 
hold  in  effect  December  31,  1975,  except 
that  if  such  household  does  not  continu¬ 
ously  participate  in  the  program  after 
December  31,  1975,  the  net  monthly  in¬ 
come  standard  shall  be  computed  solely 
on  the  individualized  basis  if  the  house¬ 
hold  re-enters  the  program  after  such 
date. 

Pursuant  to  section  7(a)  of  the  Pood 
Stamp  Act,  as  amended,  (7  U.S.C.  2016, 
Pub.  L.  91-671),  the  face  value  of  the 
monthly  coupon  allotment  which  State 
agencies  are  authorized  to  issue  to  any 
household  certified  as  eligible  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  Program  shall  be  the  total 
of  the  individual  allotment  for  each 
household  member  based  on  sex  and  age, 
as  shown  below  (the  same  as  under  Pro¬ 
posal  I) :  Provided  however.  That  any 
household  receiving  a  total  allotment  on 
December  31,  1975  which  is  higher  than 
the  total  of  the  individual  allotment  shall 
continue  to  receive  the  higher  allotment. 
If  such  household  drops  out  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  and  subsequently  becomes  eligible, 
the  coupon  allotment  shall  be  the  total 
of  the  individual  allotment  for  each 
household  member  based  on  sex  and  age. 

The  total  allotment  shall  be  adjusted 
to  reflect  changes  in  age  of  household 
members  at  the  time  of  subsequent 
certification  imless  the  household  re¬ 
quests  earlier  that  its  certification  be 
revised.  The  total  monthly  coupon  allot¬ 
ments  for  some  households  are  not  di- 


130 

148 

1.57 

166 


140 

140 

1.58 

167 

176 

185 

104 

203 

212 


141 

1.50 

1.50 

168 

177 

186 

195 

204 

213 

002 

231 

210 


income — 
48  States 
and  District 
of  Columbia, 
December  31, 


Household  size:  1975 

1  person _ » $215 

2  persons _  300 

3  persons _  427 

4  persons _ _  540 


visible  by  four.  This  results  in  total 
coupon  allotments  of  imeven  dollar 
amounts  for  those  households  which 
choose  to  purchase  one-fourth  or  three- 
fourths  of  their  total  coupon  allotment. 
Por  such  households,  the  State  agency 
shall  round  the  face  value  of  one-fourth 
or  three-fourths  of  the  total  coupon 
allotment  up  to  the  next  higher  whole 
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dollar  amount  and  shall  not  change  the 
purchase  requirement  for  such  allotment. 

Monthly  Coupon  Allotments — 48  States 
and  District  of  Columbia 

The  imiform  December  31,  1975 

monthly  coupon  allotment  by  household 
size  is: 


3  persons _  128 

4  persons _  162 

5  persons _  192 

6  persons _  222 

7  persons _  260 

8  persons _  278 

Each  additional  person _  +22 

Indmdual  monthly  coupon  allotments  by  household  size  based  on  July  1975  cost  of  thrifty 
food  plan,  adjusted  by  ARS  revised  economics  Of  scale 


Number  of  persons 


For  lype  of  person  shown  below 


5  or  6  7  or  more 


Child  under  1  yr. . 

Child: 

1  to  2  yrs . 

StoSyrs . 

6  to  8  yrs . 

!)  to  11  yrs . 

Boy  12  to  14  yrs . 

liirl  12  to  19  yrs . 

Boy  15  to  19  yrs . 

Woman: 

20  to  54  yrs . 

55  yrs  and  older.. 
Man: 

20  to  54  yrs . 

55  yrs  and  older.. 
If  woman  is  pregnant 
If  woman  is  nursing. 


Pursuant  to  Section  7(b)  of  the  Food  Stamp  Act,  as  amended,  (7  U.S.C. 
2016,  Public  Law  91-671),  the  amount  charged  for  the  monthly  coupon  allot¬ 
ment  shall  be  as  follows : 


For  a  household  of- 


,  „  8  or 

1  person  2  persons  3  persons  4  persons  5  persons  6  persons  7  persons  more 
_  persons 


Monthly  net  income 


The  monthly  purchase  requirement  is- 


$360  to  $389.99. 
$390  to  $419.99. 
$420  to  $449.99. 
$450  to  $479.99. 
$480  to  $509.99. 
$510  to  $539.99. 
$540  to  $569.99. 
$570  to  $599.99 
$600  to  $629.99. 


$600  to  $719.99... 
$720  to  $749.99... 
$750  to  $779.99... 
$780  to  $809.99... 
$810  to  $839.99.... 
$840  to  $869.99... 
$870  to  $899.99... 
$900  to  $929.99... 
$930  to  $959.99... 
$960  to  $989.99... 
$990  to  $1019.99.. 
$1020  to  $1049.99. 
$1050  to  $1079.99. 
$1060  to  $1109.99. 
$1110  to  $1139.99. 


$1140  to  $1169.99. 
$1170  to  $1199.99. 
$1200  to  $1229.99. 
$1230  to  $1259.99. 
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To  determine  purchase  requirements  Rico,  Guam,  or  the  Virgin  Islands)  or 
for  any  household  size  with  income  above  in  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  be  the 
the  last  income  levd  shown  above  for  higher  of  the  poverty  guideline  or  at  the 
that  particular  household  size,  add  $3  for  level  at  which  the  total  coupon  allot- 
each  additional  $10  worth  of  monthly  ment  equals  30  percent  of  income,  as 
income  (or  portion  thereof)  to  the  pur-  shown  below: 

chase  requirement  shown  at  the  highest  Maximum  allowable 

income  level  for  that  household  size.  Household  size:  income  standards 

^  ^  ,  1  person™ . . . »|215 

Proposal  in — ^Uniform  Basis  of  Issu-  2  persons. . 307 

ANCE  Schedule  ^  3  persons _  440 

4  persons _ _ _  580 

MAXIMUM  MONTHLY  ALLOWABLE  INCOME  5  persons . 667 

STANDARDS  AND  BASIS  OF  COUPON  IS-  6  persons . .....I.II”  800 

SUANCE:  48  STATES  AND  DISTRICT  OF  7  persons . 880 

COLUMBIA  8  persons -  1007 

Each  additional  member _  -fl27 

Households  in  which  all  members  are  _ _ _  ^  ^ 

included  in  the  federally-aided  public  usda  Poverty  Guideline. 

asssistance  grant,  general  assistance  “Income”  as  the  term  is  used  in  the 
grant,  or  supplemental  security  inccmie  notice  is  as  defined  in  paragraph  (c)  of 
benefit  shall  be  determined  to  be  eligible  §  271.3  of  the  Pood  Stamp  Program  Reg- 
to  participate  in  the  program  while  re-  ulations. 

ceiving  such  grants  without  regard  to  Pursuant  to  section  7(a)  and  (b)  of 
the  income  and  resources  of  the  house-  the  Pood  Stamp  Act,  as  amended  (7 
hold  members.  U.S.C.  2016,  Public  Law  91-671),  the 

The  maximum  allowable  income  face  value  of  the  monthly  coupon  allot- 
standards  for  determining  eligibility  of  ment  which  State  agencies  are  au- 
all  other  applicant  households,  includ-  thorized  to  issue  to  any  household  cor¬ 
ing  those  in  which  some  members  are  titled  as  eligible  to  participate  in  the 
recipients  of  federally-aided  public  as-  Program  and  the  amounts  charged  for 
sistance,  general  assistance,  or  supple-  the  monthly  coupon  allotment  in  the  48 
mental  security  income  benefit,  in  any  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia  are 
State  (other  than  Alaska,  Hawaii,  Puerto  as  follows: 

Monthly  coupon  allolmerUs  and  purchase  requirements — 48  States  and  District  of  Columbia 


For  a  household  of— 


Monthly  net  income 


1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8 

person  persons  persons  persons  persons  persons  persons  persons 


Por  issuance  to  households  of  more 
than  eight  persons  use  the  following 
formula: 

A.  Value  of  the  total  allotment.  Por 
each  person  in  excess  of  eight,  add  $38 
to  the  monthly  coupon  allotment  for 
an  eight-person  household. 

B.  Purchase  requirement.  1.  Use  the 
purchase  requirement  shown  for  the 
eight-person  household  for  households 
with  incomes  of  $899.99  or  less  per 
month. 

2.  Por  households  with  monthly  in¬ 
comes  of  $900  or  more,  use  the  following 
formula: 

Por  each  $30  worth  of  monthly  income 
(or  portion  thereof)  over  $899.99,  add  $9 
to  the  monthly  purchase  requirement  for 
an  eight-person  household  with  an  in¬ 
come  of  $899.99. 

3.  To  obtain  maximum  monthly  pur¬ 
chase  requirements  for  households  of 
more  than  eight  persons,  add  $34  for 
each  person  over  eight  to  the  maximum 
purchase  requirement  shown  for  an 
eight-person  household. 

The  total  monthly  coupon  allotments 
for  some  households  are  not  divisible  by 
four.  This  results  in  total  coupon  allot¬ 
ments  of  uneven  dollar  amoimts  for 
those  households  which  choose  to  pur¬ 
chase  one-fourth  or  three-fourths  of 
their  coupon  allotment.  Por  such  house¬ 
holds,  the  State  agency  shall  round  the 
face  value  of  one-fourth  or  three-fourths 
of  the  total  coupon  allotment  up  to  the 
next  higher  whole  dollar  amount  and 
shall  not  change  the  purchase  require¬ 
ment  for  such  allotment. 


The  monthly  coupon  allotment  is— 

$50  192  $132  $168  $200  $240  $264  $302 

And  the  monthly  purchase  re<iuirement  is— 


$0  to  $19.99 . 

$20  to  $29.99 . 

$30to$39.'J9 . 

$40  to  $49.99 . 

$50  to  $59.99 . 

$60  to  $69 .99 . 

$70  to  $79.99 . . 

$80  to  $89.99 . . 

$90  to  $99.99 _ 

$100  to  $109.99... 
$110  to  $119.99... 
$120  to  $129.99... 
$130  to  $139.99... 
$140  to  $149.99. .. 
$150  to $160.99... 
$170  to $189.99... 
$190  to $209.99... 
$210  to  $229.99... 
$230  to  $249.99... 
$250  to  $269.90. .. 
$270  to  $289.99... 
$290  to  $309.99... 
$310  to  $329.99... 
$330  to  $350.99... 
$360  to  $389.99... 
$390  to  $419.99... 
$420  to  $449.99... 
$450  to  $479.99... 
$480  to  $509.99.. 
$510  to  $539.99.. 
$540  to  $569.99. . 
$570  to  $599.99.. 
$600  to  $629.99.. 
$630  to  $659.99.. 
$660  to  $689.99. . 
$690  to  $719.99.. 
$720  to  $749.99.. 
$750  to  $779.99.. 
$780  to  $809.99.. 
$810  to  $839.99.. 
$840  to  $869.99.. 
$870  to  $899.99... 
$900  to  $929.99.. 
$930  to  $959.99.. 
$960  tp  $989.99.. 
$990  to  $1,019.99. 
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Note. — ^The  basis  of  Issuance  schedule 
under  Proposal  III  Is  based  on  the  purchase 
requirements  how  In  effect.  Pub.  L.  94-4  re¬ 
quired  a  virtual  freeze  on  purchase  require¬ 
ments  through  1975  except  for  Increases  in 
purchase  requirements  for  households  at  the 
very  upper  net  monthly  income  brackets.  In 
line  with  the  congressional  Intent  expressed 
in  the  report  of  the  House  Committee  on 
Agriculture  (H.  Rep.  No.  94-2,  94th  Congress. 
First  Session) . 

Although  the  restrictions  In  Pub.  L.  94-4 
expire  on  December  31,  1975,  the  purchase 
requirements  In  this  proposal  reflect  the  In¬ 
tent  contained  In  H.  Rep.  No.  94-2,  except 
that  purchase  requirements  have  been  In¬ 
crease  at  the  upper  income  levels  In  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  normal  progressions.  H. 
Rep.  No.  94-2  precluded  increases  on  July  1, 
1975  fenr  the  one-  and  three-person  hoxise- 
holda  at  certain  Income  levels  because  the 
purchase  requirements  for  such  households 
did  not  increase  on  January  1, 1975.  However, 
the  Increases  In  purchase  requirements  for 
such  households  do  not  exceed  the  concomi¬ 
tant  Increase  In  the  households’  monthly 
coupon  sdlotments.  Thus,  there  is  no  reduc¬ 
tion  in  benefits  for  these  households. 

Cost-of-Living  Adjustments 

With  respect  to  the  effect  of  inflation 
upon  food  coupon  allotments,  the  Food 
Stamp  Act,  as  recently  amended,  pres¬ 
ently  makes  allowances  in  this  regard, 
annual  changes  in  the  coupon  allotment, 
were  adjusted  annually  to  reflect  the 
changing  prices  of  food.  However,  the 
Agriculture  and  Consumer  Protection 
Act  of  1973  amended  section  7(a) 
of  the  Food  Stamp  Act  to  require  semi¬ 
annual  changes  in  the  coupon  allotment. 
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It  required  that  the  semi-annual  adjust¬ 
ments  be  implemented  commencing 
with  the  allotments  of  January  1, 
1974,  “incorporating  the  changes  in 
prices  of  food  through  August  31,  1973”. 
Thus,  there  is  a  statutory  requirement 
for  semi-annual  changes  which  reflect 
the  prices  of  food  in  the  recent  past. 

The  statutory  framework  (that  is,  es¬ 
tablishing  allotments  to  be-  effective 
either  January  1  or  July  1  of  a  given 
year  on  the  basis  of  changes  in  the 
prices  of  food  as  of  four  months  earlier) 
is  reflected  in  the  proposed  schedules. 

Other  Considerations 

The  Court  of  Appeals  in  the  Rodway 
decision  suggested  that  other  factors 
such  as  regional  differences,  health  and 
physical  activity  should  be  considered  in 
the  rulemaking.  The  rulemaking  does 
not  propose  to  plug  in  factors  for 
regional  differences,  health,  or  physical 
activity  for  the  reasons  discussed  below. 
However,  public  comment  on  these  items 
is  invited. 

1.  Regional  differences.  The  coupon 
notice  make  no  allowance  for  any 
regional  differences  in  the  cost  of  food 
within  the  48  contiguous  States  and  the 
District  of  Columbia.  In  the  first  place, 
differences  in  the  cost  of  food  within 
regions  are  higher  than  the  differences 
between  regions.'  In  second  place,  there 


ij.  E.  C.  Subcommittee  on  Fiscal  Policy’s 
Report,  December  5, 1975,  p.  123. 


is  no  basis  for  determining  the  differences 
in  the  prices  of  food  in  the  several 
regions  of  the  United  States.  The  Bureau 
of  Labor  Statistics  informs  us  that  its 
data  are  not  appropriate  for  this  purpose. 

2.  Health  and  physical  activity.  The 
proposed  coupon  allotments  further  do 
not  take  into  consideration  such  factors 
as  the  health  and  physical  activity  of 
household  members.  In  the  first  place, 
no  practicable  basis  has  been  established 
under  which  the  quantification  of 
food  needs  for  the  infinite  variables  of 
health  and  physical  activity  may  be 
made.  Even  if  such  a  basis  were  estab¬ 
lished,  it  must  also  be  recognized  that 
the  certification  of  applicant  households 
is  the  responsibility  of  a  State  agency — 
ordinarily  the  State  welfare  agency. 
Certification  determinations  are  pres¬ 
ently  required,  ordinarily  several  times 
during  a  year,  for  nearly  6  million 
households  who  are  now  participating  in 
the  program.  An  administrative  frame¬ 
work  for  determining  the  health  and 
physical  activity  of  this  number  of  in¬ 
dividuals  by  a  welfare  agency  would  con¬ 
stitute  a  nearly  insurmountable  under¬ 
taking.  The  application  to  this  caseload 
of  nutritional  standards  (even  if  there 
were  such)  for  the  peculiar  individual 
circumstances  of  health  and  physical 
activity  would  be  yet  another  such 
undertaking. 

Submission  of  Comments 

Interested  persons  may  submit  written 
comments,  suggestions,  or  objections  re¬ 


garding  the  proposed  alternative  amend¬ 
ment  to  Jack  O.  Nichols,  Acting  Direc¬ 
tor.  Pood  Stamp  Division.  Pood  and  Nu¬ 
trition  Service.  U.S.  Department  of  Agri¬ 
culture,  Washington,  D.‘C.  20250,  not 
later  than  October  6, 1975.  All  comments, 
suggestions,  or  objections  received  by  this 
date  will  be  considered  before  the  final 
notice  is  issued.  The  Department  of  Agri¬ 
culture  is  requesting  the  U.S.  Court  of 
Appeals  for  the  District  of  Columbia  for 
additional  -  time  in  which  to  complete 
rulemaking  as  required  by  the  decision  in 
the  case  of  “Rodway  v.  United  States  De¬ 
partment  of  Agriculture,”  No.  74-1303 
(D.C.  Cir.) .  If  such  time  is  granted,  the 
Department  plans  to  publish  a  notice  in 
the  Pederal  Register  providing  an  ad¬ 
ditional  period  for  comment. 

Comments,  suggestions,  or  objections 
will  be  open  to  public  inspection  pursuant 
to  7  CPR  1.27(b)  at  the  Office  of  the  Di¬ 
rector  during  regular  business  hours 
(8:30  a.m. — 5  p.m.)  at  500 — 12th  Street, 
SW.,  Washington,  D.C.  Room  650. 

(78  Stat.  703,  as  amended;  7  U.S.C.  2011- 
2026) 

(Catalog  of  Federal  Domestic  Assistance  Pro¬ 
grams,  No.  10.551,  National  Archives  Refer¬ 
ence  Services) 

Dated:  September  18,  1975. 

Richard  L.  Peltner, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
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